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Our Mission 
We aim to build student power while pressuring the 

university’s administration and decision makers to 

divest from—or get rid of stocks, bonds, and 

investments funds in—fossil fuel companies. By 

divesting from this destructive industry, JMU can send 

a clear message to fossil fuel companies that they no 

longer have the social license to carry on business as 

usual, thereby driving climate change and destroying 

lives. We are no better if we accept profits from this 

dirty industry. JMU should divest from fossil fuels to 

demonstrate our commitment to ethical action and 

help bring about the transition we need to a just and 

renewable energy economy. 

Letter Drop to President Alger 
On September 30th members of Divest JMU marched 

from the Commons to Alumnae Hall to deliver a letter 

of demands to President Alger with over 1,000 petition 

signatures attached. Divest JMU asked for President 

Alger to make a public statement in support of 

divestment and to advocate for our campaign to the 

Board of Visitors. Following the letter drop we received 

an email from CJ Brodrick-Hartman, Executive Director 

of the Office of Environmental Stewardship and 

Sustainability (OESS), on behalf of President Alger, 

asking us to submit a comprehensive proposal to the 

Institute for Stewardship of the Natural World (ISNW) 

to be considered for inclusion in the university’s 

upcoming 5-year Environmental Stewardship and Action 

Plan. This action served as a catalyst for awareness of 

our public campaign across the university. (Read our 

LTE published in The Breeze for more.) 

August 2015 
- Established Climate Justice Coalition, the 
student organization carrying out the Divest JMU 
campaign 
-Reached 1,000 petition signatures 
September 2015 
-Letter Drop and March to President Alger’s Office 
October 2015 
-Hosted DivestVA Training Convergence at JMU 
-Public Protest at Board of Visitors Meeting 
-Submitted Proposal to divest from fossil fuels to 
the Institute for Stewardship of the Natural World 
for Consideration in the 5-Year Environmental 
Stewardship and Action Plan 
-Held Public Divest JMU “Camp Out-Teach In”  
November 2015 
-Attended “Our Generation, Our Choice” youth 
rally in D.C. 
-Held Divest JMU Training Retreat 
-Attended Community’s “Postcard to Paris” Event 

 

Fall 2015 Campaign Timeline 
(Events in Orange are featured in Newsletter below!) 

http://www.breezejmu.org/opinion/lte-divest-jmu-deserves-administrative-attention/article_5428762e-6d49-11e5-a658-ab8c43f24632.html
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Protest at Board of Visitors Meeting 
Friday, October 9th the JMU Board of Visitors (BOV) gathered at 
Festival Student and Conference Center for a quarterly meeting. 
Divest JMU student activists flooded the halls outside the Board 
Room in a silent protest demanding a time slot in front of the BOV 
at a subsequent meeting to present a proposal to divest the 
university’s endowment from fossil fuels. The students remained 
respectful and started dialogue with some Board members who 
were receptive to our mission. This protest came in response to 
what Divest JMU organizers felt was a blow when President Alger 
refused to personally respond to the letter they had delivered to 
his office 8 days prior with demands for him to state his support 
for the campaign and advocate on our behalf to the Board. (Read 
coverage in The Breeze here and here, and our LTE in response). 
 

Camp-out, Teach-In 
Thursday, October 22nd Divest JMU organizers hosted a “Camp 
Out, Teach In” event on the lawn in front of Hillcrest House on 
the JMU campus. The training session was open to dedicated 
members of curious newcomers alike. We kicked off the 
afternoon with an Earth-inspired meditation facilitated by Shari 
Scofield, coordinator of Mad4U in the Office of Student 
Activities and Involvement. Next, student activists facilitated a 
series of training sessions on the values of the Divest JMU 
campaign, the history of our campaign, and the meaning of non-
violent civil disobedience. The event concluded with a 
brainstorming session on how to put more creativity and energy 
into our campaign strategy so our message can reach a greater 
audience, and was a great opportunity to bond with a 
community of passionate student activists. (Read The Daily News 

Record for more). 

Our Generation Our Choice  
Monday, November 9th held a great opportunity for students from all over 
the country to take a stand against some of the injustices our world 
currently faces.  The young crowd met in Washington, D.C. to protest 
climate, racial and immigration injustice.  The day started off with heart-
wrenching speeches from immigrants, climate activists, indigenous people, 
and people of color who have been fighting on the frontlines against these 
injustices and who see how they’re all intertwined. Soon after the group 
took to the streets with signs, chants and a feeling of unity against a 
common goal.  They demanded intersectional justice and representation by 

politicians current and future. (Read more about the rally at EcoWatch). 

Postcard to Paris 
On Sunday November 29th Harrisonburg residents, Virginia students and 
local groups came together to light a 32 foot replica of the Eiffel Tower 
and sign a giant postcard addressed to Paris. The Postcard to Paris 
event’s purpose was to bring light to climate change’s triple threat to 
our world--environmentally, socially and economically. With 150 people 
in attendance, the event showcased the collaboration of many 
Harrisonburg’s environmental, community service and faith-based 
organizations, in response to the United Nations Climate Summit held in 
Paris. In addition, it was a campaign for the city of Harrisonburg to take 
sustainable steps itself, with the hopes to move to 100% renewable 
energy in the future. It was wonderful to have the chance to meet 
many passionate people from all different walks of life, and it was 
inspiring to be a part of our community’s unity for Harrisonburg and, on 
a larger scale, our planet. (Read more at student blog). 
 
 
 

“[T]hat war should not only be declared by the authority of the people, whose toils and treasures are to support its 

burdens, instead of the government which is to reap its fruits: but that each generation should be made to bear the 

burden of its wars, instead of carrying them on, at the expence of other generations.” –James Madison 

http://www.breezejmu.org/news/divest-jmu-protests-investment-choices/article_41b0ce3a-7058-11e5-980a-57be7562da8e.html
http://www.breezejmu.org/news/board-of-visitors-discusses-university-goals-and-projects/article_ce91bd2e-7057-11e5-947c-9ffa3fa2733c.html
http://www.breezejmu.org/opinion/lte-administration-doesn-t-understand-importance-of-divest-jmu/article_33ba6c64-72c4-11e5-95ba-fb80b5a21c2f.html
http://www.dnronline.com/article/divest_jmu
http://www.dnronline.com/article/divest_jmu
http://ecowatch.com/2015/11/09/our-generation-our-choice-climate-justice/
http://localvolunteerism.tumblr.com/

